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Anniversaries are significant moments in life. They're 
an opportunity for looking back and giving thanks, 
and also for looking forward with renewed focus. 

2009 is a significant year for the movement of 
Christians, called Baptists, as we commemorate the 
400th anniversary of the founding of the first Baptist 
Church. From a small group of English "dissenters:' 
who fled persecution to the more tolerant climes 
of Amsterdam, the Baptist movement today is the 
largest Protestant communion in the world. 

We've actually had quite a journey, and as the children 
of Israel would often ponder and give thanks for the 
forebears, we too have much to give thanks to God for. 

There are many significant milestones in the Baptist 
story over the past 400 years. Australian Baptist 
Ministries (the new name for the Baptist Union of 
Australia) is grateful to Dr Richard Moore for this 
concise insight into how Baptist Churches have 
come into being and what they have sought to do. 

Of course, having looked back on our history we 
then must turn and face the future opportunities 
ahead of us. We don't live in the past, but it helps 
us understand our foundations and challenges us 
to proclaim the good news of God's kingdom all 

the more boldly. The best is yet to come ...!  
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